Immunohistochemical localization of the epidermal growth factor receptor in normal mouse tissues.
The levels of epidermal growth factor (EGF) receptors were investigated in normal mouse tissues. Two patterns of reactivity were recognized: strong membraneous of diffuse cytoplasmic staining. The basal epithelial cells of the skin and the collecting tubule cells of the kidney showed membraneous reactivity whereas the bronchial epithelial cells, parietal cells of the stomach and tubular cells of the kidney showed cytoplasmic reactivity predominantly with the antibody. The distribution of the epidermal growth factor receptors in different cell types and cellular compartments may implicate varying activation states of the growth factor and its interaction with a milieu available ligand.